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TENTH ANNIVERSARY MARKS SPEAKER PIONEER'S ACHIEVEMENT OF HARMONIOUS
BALANCE - IN SOUND, BUSINESS AND LIFE

Saucerful of secrets

Resolution 5 is currently on fowr with Jambreguai

UK - Tony Andrews calls it “Jain-
ing in® when he describes his first
association with bands - The Pink
Hawkwind - at the Isle
tival In 1970, and It’s
ul phrase. This was
the “free’ festival, outside, the one
protesting against actually pay-
s, the ane
Tival

eeen delying eonvention
éver since. Now in the midst of a
major world tour by Jamirogquai -
debuting the Res § speaker a
showcasing what Andrews nomi
rates as the next evolutionany step,
after a t2-pear gap, from Flash
- Andraws and his 10-year ald
company Funktion One ane shak-
ing the sarth once more

Back in the late "&0s, Andrews
was immadiately drawn to the
spEaker systoms, "merely to find
aut how 1 t better, stronger,
clearer sound,” he says. "Some
guys get off on tuning engines; |
get off an tuning sound."
wasa prominént
y whlch Ardrews
osures and efec-

you could get from bass.”

The standard of the day was set
by Charlie Watking" dx 12 "WEM'
calumns, a default time-aligned
line array system - by being, as
Andrews points out, anly one drive
unit for the entire frequency range.
Dispersion was around 50° x 50°,
and it was common practice to
have two ar four columns pér side.

Horn-loading was known from
Amercan brands such as JBL, but
Andrews favoured Vitavox as a sup-
plier of “pretty hefty comprassion
dnivers”, His reputation was guick-
Iy established and the first cabinets
constituted the inventary of his
refital company, Peace Sounds —
later to avolwa into Sonic Trucking
and, finally, Turbosound

Frevailing cultural winds taok
Andrews ta the first Glastonbury in
1971, where atoms, hearts and
micthers mingled frealy, It was all
going off and it was marvellous,”
he still recalis. =In fact, eight years
later | persuaded Michael Eavis to
bring it back as an annual gvent
The following year we built the
Pyrarmid Stage.”

This was a welcome upgrade

“Some guys get off on tuning engines; | get
off on tuning sound.” Tony Andrews

tronics 'TCIE"| e FrL'ui!"TE'E ane at
t e the room and there
was all s extra bass, so we
beceme acquainted with horn.
t was the stan of

We decided to revarse the
i he corner so that it actu-
ally looked at the speaker, and built
a 2x 18-inch enclosure having dis-
covered Goodmans 18-inch speak-
ert by then, W tried it out with the
bass player from The Graham Bond
Drganisation, and It took the plas-
ter oft the celling
| suppose that was my firse

understanding of how mt

from the Erenious yaar wWhen a balk-
oo structure gulded every down-
paur onto each drummer's head
with uneming accuracy. But by this
time Turbosound had entered the
PA premier league and Andreis
began to consider manufacturing
as the next logical step

The Festival system duly
evolved into the TMS3, a mare
integrated product with wider dhs-
persian - used frst by Iron Maiden
Meanwhile, a successful debut at
The Savoy Clubin New York estab-
lished the brand in the US, and 5
sernous r"ur'-Jfar.'.urin:l:‘_ concarn
took off

Turbosound itsell had beaen
farmed in 1977 with Steve Hillage's
engineer John Mewsham and Tim
Isaac, mow at ATC, lsaac was BBC-
standard, made amplifiers and was
"good with accountants and
lawyers,” says Andraws. The 25-
year partnarship with Mewsham
thrives today at Funktion One.

Tim and | had both bean

experimenting w cone mid-
range, and we were both con
carned with stereo Image. After

building the tig for Glastonbury
79, we divided it up and p
eral rigs on the road but th
n't sound good in cor
It was enough to sp 3
.!'Ih:ug.'r. pretty scon after I was
able to isclate and fix the problem

“As it wrmed out, it hadn't been
caused by my desmgns - although |
took a lot of the blame at the time
But that's life, | know.,

As corporate biceps grew,
Precision Devices was established
and at the end of the decade, a
new high-Q touring systen

Tony Andrews and Funktion One ars
shaking the sarth once mon

Flashlight, set standards soaring.
But Andrews: grew disenchanted
as greater control of the company
passed to a néw Management con-
sortium, Edge Technology.

"The company was eventually
sold to AKG." he says, "and |
thought more was to came 5o |
decided to leave. Sure encugh, the
next [h-ng was that Harman
acruired the whole group!

“My miotivation has abways been
that the better it sounded, the bat-
rér | felt, In business |'ve always
needed a pariner, even though |
trust ry every instinct with the prod-
ts where it has gons
wrong. Then, of course, | met Ann ®

Ann Andrews, as she became,
was a lawyer who presided over
several key fegal transactions for
Tony Andrews and his téam. She
now provides the business dimen-
sion that makes Funktion One,
finally, the precise combinaticn of
acumen, trust and unity that had
perhaps ahways been missing

The company was set up in
1992, Immediately capitalising on
research close to Andrews’ heart. ft
was during this era that he was
gripped by a cultural revolution to
match the one that had started it
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“My motivation has
always been that
the better it sound-
ed, the better | felt.”
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