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any elements make up a nightclub, fror
decor and drinks, 1o service and setfing
In this list of defining factars, music

comes pretty high up in terms of signifi-

cance, however il is more than just on

important part of the Sonatheque offer. Sound, both as an
| I abstroct idea ond in real audio installation terms, is the driving
force behind the new Chicago based venture from indusiry

heawyweights Joe Bryl, Donnie Madio and Terry Alexander.

] Design credit goss to architect and designer Suhail, who wos
A y MY " olse behind Chicogo dessert bar, Sugar.
ﬁ] H {:j‘ d O He explains the the thinking behind the scheme ¢
J Sonotheque: "l wanted [the venue's| design o be didated b

music. | wonted sound 1o be the colour.” Little variation in term:
of colour has been used in the interior, and o palefte of grey
hos been drawn on for the majority of the scheme, leaving th
maore lively shades 16 be brought in the form of the music.
Matericls used in the venue have all been picked for their abi
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ty to function on two levels, both os part of the interior design

heme and as sound enhancing devices “Basically, | was
ssing every acoustic compeneant to make the everall architec.
ure work”, says the designer. Each element is therafore not only
:ppealing in its appearance and texture but odds something to
he quality of the audio environment, absarbing, diffusing or
eflecting sound. With this dual purpose approach, it is na sur-
prise thal installers, Sound Investment Audio, turned te Funkiion

Ine to provide the majority of the speakers, with their reputo-

y . . o Sonotheque’s minimalistic exterior ensures
on for top quality audio that is not only pleasing on fhe ear but that only those In the know will venture
inside

n the eye oo,

Daniel Agne of Sound Investment Audio gives us his thoughts
in this unigue project: "The installation of their system Is unigue
i1 thot the entire system is flown from the cailing. At either end
of the room we have flown in o linear configuration an AX-88,
218, INFRA & AX-BB. It wos a bit of a trick getting the system
instolled, but the results were sonically pleasing.”

Although the club has bean designed to net justs

RING THE EXPERIENCE
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technical information

SOUND

4 » Funktion One AXB8; 2 x Funktion One
F218; 2 x Funktion One infra sub; 2
Crest 3001 amp; 1 % MC2 T2000 amplifier:
1 x XTA DP226 digital processor; 1 x Rane
MP & XP 2016 mixer; 3 x Technics 1200
mkli: 2 x Denon CDJ 1000

links: www.suhaildesion.com
www. soundinvesimentav.com

saccommodate but o show off this sound system,

this does not mean that customers” comfort has
been overlooked, Seating is reloxed, with low slung
couches and bangquettes grouped around the
perimeter of the reom, These couches are uphol-
stered using high density foom and suede which
aciively reflecis high frequency sound.

Above the sealing areas decorative yet functional
panels have been installed 1o provide absorption for
the sound. These are made from o special materiol
called Snowerash, a fell of sorts which draws in mid-
range frequency noise and disperses it bock out inta
the room.

Look up and aluminium ceiling files hove been
installed fo not only create a clean and modern
look, but also in order to diffuse sound, angled, as
they are, ot various heights. Underfoot the floar is
formed from vinyl wood and plastic concrete tiles

acts as refleciors.
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The soundtrock which accompaonies this music
inspired inferior is o varied one. Latin ond up-beat
tunes are mixed with jazz and hip-hop by o variety
of top name DJs. Upcoming acts include The Rainer
Truby Trio {members of Germany’s A Forest Mighty
Black on the Composl lobel) ond Japon's Kyolo Jozz
Massive.

The sleek, urban chic of the interior is translated
info @ minimal ond colourless exterior that is in
many ways foceless. The focade is covered in o grey
aluminium skin, and with no signage, a siip of light
grey ponels thal are set ol vorious angles, provide
the only point of interast. Suhail says of this under-
stated approach to the frontage: I wanted people to
know that something is there. But only people whe
need to know will figure it out.” A kind of exclusive
atfitude which seems fitting for such a uniquely creat-
ed concept. @

Cormime son nom ndigue, le son. tan ¢
wen tames dinstallalon audio réa
molrice du nouvel éablissemeant de danse de
cago. Sonalhéque

Laschiiecte et conceplewr Sunhail éclare “J¢ voulais
¢ |3 conception de Sonolhig
musique. Jg vollais gue cesoil g 500
Una paletle de gris a deng e m
nuances dynamiques éand lourmies
par 1 musigue. Les materiawx gub onl senvl anl lous
elé choss pour leur capacile a fonctionner & dedx
niveaus, § 1a fois comme éléments darchileciure o de
décoration imérigure, et comme sléments de ren-
forcement du son. Chague lémand esh athtant par son
gppare par =3 feature m pjoute an
quebque chose 3 |34 qualilé de Fenvitonnemenl audio
N absorbiant, ditfusant ou rélichissant le son. En mi
400 de cette doubile approche i ivest pas élonnand Gue
e 501l Funktion One, avec sa réputation pour de
helles & s & superbe son, qui al &8 choisl
pour |'lrslalialion

D E UT S C H
Wi der Name schon verrat, (st der Sound - soweh! als
absttaktes Konzept als auch als reale Auditinstaliation
die freibende Krall Minter dem neuen Chicagoer
Dance-Club Sonotherue
Architekt und Dasigner Sunhail baschreint dies so
55 fas Design der Sonsihaque von der
mi wird. Der Sound sollte die Farbe
Aug diesem Grund wurden 10r die
Fartigestallung haupisachlich verschiedene
Grauschaltierengen gewahll, 1ir eingn lebhattaren
Touch sorgl die Mosik Die verwendeten Materialien
wurdan alle untar ganam rweifachen Gesichispunk
Ausgewahll danach, wie =ig sich lir das Innendesign
gignelen und wie oul sie qum Spund passien. Die
ginzelnen Elemaite sind nichl nur in Aussahen und
inferessant, sondern Iragen duch bestimmite
2ur Audidurngebung bei. mdem se den
g baorbigren, stréuen oder rolleklieren. Es (ber-
raschl daher nichl, dass mil der Soundinstaliation
Funktion One beautragt wurde, das e gut au
hende Lautsprecher mit erstklassigem Soand bek
st

I TALI A NDO
Come suggerisce & nome, Il SUONO - Sia commie con
cefio aslratio che in lermm o sistallazioni audio vere
7 lrainante del redvo datice clib
o

to @ progathsia del locale, afferma:
Volevo che if design di Sonoteque losse detidy dalk
musica, Volevo che il seong losse || colore”, dungue
ha ufilizzato una davolozza i grigi m-gran parte degli
nternd, lascianda che lesse la musica a dare la 1tnal-
0 vivaci, Tum | materall usal nel locale song stall
scelli In base alla funzionality su due Inelli. ossia
comar parti deflo schema def designi degli ami, ma
anche come elemenll polendaton del soong
Ciasguno di-quest] element| & molio estetico ma con
fritiisce ancha n quaiche modo alla qualit dellau-
dig, assadbendo, diflondendo p rillettendo il suang
Grazie a questo dupfice approccio non soprendé che
oelfinstaildzions dudio pecupat Funktinn Ong,
umarienda dall'invidiapile mputasione per diffeson &
grande estetica g di allissima qualita sonora

E S PAN O L

Comin sugere s nombre, ¢ somido, coma concelo
absiracio y como (nstalacion de audio real es 13 fuerza
midora subyacents al nuevo chub da baile de Chicago
&l Sonatheque

El arquiteclo v isenador Sunhail lo explica asi
"Oueria que ¢l disedo del Sonothegue esiuviera mar
cado por k& méasica Queria gue gf sonido luera ol
coior”, de ahl que se wiltsara una palefa de grises en
la mayor parte del diseno, dejando gue fuera 1a mosi
a3 | que apoitara lonos mids vivos. Los materiales ull
lizados en Bl local luergn Selgccionados por sy
capacidad para luncionar @ dos nivales. bien como
parte ded provecha da disefo lrletor o bien camo dis-
positives para mejorar el sonido. Cady efemanto no
sifo resutia atractivo en su aspects ¥ lexfi=a sino que
tamblen aponz digo 4 la calidad dal enltme de audic

abgorbiendo, difmdiendo o reflejando el sonido, Con
este dable enfoque de finalidad dual. no resulta sor

prendenie que Funktion One lueta salesclonadn pars
hacerse cargo de la instalacidn de audio, por 1a rep

utacidn que le han dado sus hermosos allavoces
capaces de producit un soniie de alla calidad




